TALKING POINTS REGARDING INCREASE IN SPEED LIMIT TO 70 MPH ON INTERSTATES AND PARKWAYS

· In 2005, the highest seatbelt usage was observed on rural interstates at 79%.

· In 2005, the lowest seatbelt usage rate was observed on rural roads at 51.4%.

· In 2004 on limited access roadways:

· 115 fatal collisions

· 12,574 total collisions

· In 2004, seven (7) percent of all collisions occurred on interstates.

· In 2004, one (1) percent of all collisions occurred on parkways.

· In 2004, 60.2% of people killed in Kentucky were killed in their county of residence.

· In 2004, the lowest seatbelt usage rates were seen on rural collector and local roads.  In 2003, 76 percent of Kentucky fatalities occurred on rural roads.

· A 1997 Kentucky Transportation Center speed study indicated there would be no adverse affects to traffic safety if the speed limit on interstates and parkways were raised to 70 MPH.

· The position of the agency, regarding increase of speed limits on interstates and parkways to 70 MPH is:  

· "Kentucky State Police fully support Governor Fletcher's proposal for a primary seatbelt law as well as the proposal to increase the speed limit on appropriate highways.  Passage of primary seat belt legislation would result in at least an 11% increase in Kentucky's usage rate, currently third lowest in the country.  It has been estimated that at least 62 lives would be saved as a result. Furthermore, data from the UK Transportation Center indicates increasing the speed limit to 70 mph will not adversely affect highway safety."
