PAGE  
2

2002 ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT PROGRAM

SENECA FIRE DEPARTMENT PROJECT NARRATIVE

Fire Operations and Firefighter Safety Program

Personal Protective Equipment Acquisition

1. The project that we are requesting to be funded:

Within the Fire Operations and Firefighter Safety Program, the funding we are requesting for personal protective equipment acquisition will provide 100% of our personnel with SCBAs, allowing us to meet the respiratory protection requirements of  OR-OSHA  OAR 437-002-1910.134, NFPA 1001 and NFPA 1500 Standards.

2. How we plan to use the grant funds for the major budget activity as listed on the budget form (SF 20-20):

The grant funds will be used to purchase six SCBAs with integrated PASS devices, totaling $15,720 and one PASS device to be field integrated into an existing SCBA for $520. Three SCBA carrying cases will cost $240. With shipping, the total cost of the activity will be $16,600.

3. Why this program would be beneficial to our community and our department:


This program would benefit our isolated, rural community by providing respirator protection for our responding fire department personnel.


Almost every task performed on the fire grounds, at hazmat responses, and during deficient atmosphere rescues, requires PPE to include SCBAs. The next closest fire department is 26 miles away. We must respond to incidents within our City’s district, within 180 square miles of interface, as well as providing emergency service to the truck and passenger traffic on the 30 miles of U.S. Highway 395 within our response area.

4. Why this project cannot be funded solely through local funding:


This project cannot be funded locally because our two-company department’s fiscal budget is limited to $5,000 by an extremely depressed, timber dependent, tax base. Our average operating budget for the past five years has been less than $2,400 per fiscal year. Training and normal maintenance expenditures do not allow resources necessary to acquire six $2,620 SCBAs.

5. Additional relevant information:


Our SCBAs to be replaced are over 30 years old. The manufacturer’s authorized dealer will no longer do certified service or flow tests.
